Blood culture
The medium used for blood culture was sterile nutrient heart broth distributed in 100 c.cm. flat bottom flasks. Twenty c.cm. of blood was directly inoculated aseptically in the medium, and the partial C02 pressure required for the growth was obtained by plugging the flasks with burning cotton-wool plugs (Wilson, 1930 All these "specific tests show that the two strains isolated were Br. melitensis. Thermoagglutination and salt agglutination tests were negative, which showed that the strains were of smooth variety. The pathogenicity of these In five pyrexial cases blood cultures were done ; in two because the agglutination titre was 1 : 100 and'above, and in the remaining three because the clinicians desired though the agglutination test was negative.
From the first two cases Br. melitensis was isolated.
Conclusion
Acute infection with brucella organisms is uncommon in Bombay and this is probably due to the custom of boiling milk before use.
